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Abstract
The transient absorption and luminescence induced by the pulsed electron beam have been investigated in the MgO single crystal
containing transition metal ion (Cr, Mn, Fe) impurities and preliminary irradiated by the fast neutrons. It is supposed that the diﬀerent
behavior of the absorption spectra of the MgO samples preliminary irradiated by the diﬀerent fast neutron ﬂuence is connected with the
destruction of the hole centers and with the creation of interstitial protons and the formation of the microphase Mg(OH)2. We assume
that the luminescence band at 3.2 eV is connected with F+ color centers.
Ó 2008 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.
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1. Introduction
Magnesium oxide has numerous technological applications. This material is used in advanced systems for energy
conversion as a refractory insulator [1], in laser systems [2]
and as a substrate material [3,4]. MgO is a perspective
material for the neutron dosimetry [5–7]. The presence of
the transition metal impurities in refractory oxides such
as magnesium oxide aﬀects quite markedly the optical, electrical and mechanical properties. It is known [8–16] that the
absorption spectra of the neutron irradiated MgO consist
of several bands, associated with radiation defects. F+
and F centers (oxygen vacancies with one and two electrons, respectively) absorb at nearly the same energy 4.92
and 5.1 eV (252 and 247 nm). Neutral divacancies or F2
centers absorb at 3.47 and 1.27 eV (355 and 975 nm) and
unidentiﬁed aggregate defect absorbs at 2.16 eV (573 nm).
In addition to the above-mentioned bands spectra display
bands at 5.7, 5.2, 4.3 eV and a few bands in the region from
3.2 to 2.8 eV, which are due to the transition metal ions. As
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shown in [17] a band at 5.7 eV (217 nm) belongs to a com3þ
plex center V
OH –Fe . Depending on the life time the color
centers (CC) in oxide crystals can be divided into stable
color centers (SCC) existing in crystals in the time range
from a second to a few months or years, and transient color
centers (TCC) with the life time less than one second after
the ceasing of excitation. This paper presents the investigations of the transient (TCC) and stable (SCC) color centers
in MgO, containing the transition metal ion (Cr, Mn, Fe)
impurity, preliminary irradiated by the fast neutrons.
2. Experimental
The MgO crystals used in this investigation have been
grown by the arc fusion method in Russia. The concentration of impurities was detected by means of the instrumental neutron activation analysis [18]. The investigated MgO
crystals contain: Cr – 4.4  103, Mn – 5.7  103, Fe –
9.0  103 wt%. The neutron irradiation was performed
at the Latvian 5 MW water–water research reactor. The
ﬂuence of the fast neutrons with energy >0.1 MeV was in
the range of 1013–6.8  1018 cm2. The irradiation temperature did not exceed 350 K. A cadmium ﬁlter was used for
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the absorption of the thermal neutrons. The transient
absorption and luminescence spectra of the MgO crystals
preliminary irradiated by the fast neutron were measured.
The TCC was induced by the pulsed electron beam (the
pulse duration 10 ns, the average density of electron beam
1012 el/cm2, the electron beam energy 270 keV). The experimental procedure of measuring the transient absorption
induced by electron beam is presented in details in [19].
The infrared absorption experiment was performed with
a FTIR spectrometer Bruker Equinox 55. The optical measurements before and after the neutron irradiation were
carried out at room temperature.
3. Results and discussion
The transient absorption induced by electrons in the
MgO single crystal, preliminary irradiated by the fast neutrons at ﬂuence 1016 cm2 and 1018 cm2, is depicted in
Fig. 1. It is shown that a wide transient absorption band
with two maxima in the region 2.5 eV and 3.5–4 eV
appears in the MgO crystal preliminary irradiated by the
fast neutrons at ﬂuence 1016 cm2. The fast neutron ﬂuence
increasing up to 1018 cm2 leads to the appearance of two
bands in the transient absorption spectra with the maxima
at 2.7 and 1.8 eV. The intensity of these bands decreases
slowly, less than 15% in 8000 ns. Since the spectral region
of the TCC absorption 3.4–4 eV in the MgO single crystal, preliminary irradiated by the fast neutrons at ﬂuence
1016 cm2 and 1.8 eV (1018 cm2) is practically identical
to the absorption band of the stable center described in
[8,20–23], one can suppose that transient absorption in this
region is associated with the F2-center (3.47 eV) and with
the transition ion (Cr, Mn, Fe) impurities.
The band at 2.5 eV for the sample irradiated by fast
neutron ﬂuence 1016 cm2 is probably composed of several

bands. The main contribution for this band is given by the
hole centers V and VOH with maxima 2.3 eV. The radiation-induced absorption band at 2.3 eV has been
described by Wertz et al. [24–26]. We assume that in the

2þ
irradiated crystal containing V
centers
OH and VOH –Me
(where Me = Cr, Mn, Fe) at small ﬂuence VOH centers
arise as a result of the trapping of the holes
þ
V
OH þ h ! VOH ;
2þ
3þ
þ hþ ! V
V
OH –Me
OH –Me :

The V and Vo centers observed in the neutron irradiated crystals at ﬂuence 1018 cm2 are produced as a result
of the displacements of protons from VOH sites. After the
ﬂuence increasing the following reactions can occur:
VOH ! V þ Hþ
i ;
2VOH þ e ! V þ VðOHÞ2 :
The Fig. 2 shows the IR spectra of the MgO crystals
irradiated at diﬀerent ﬂuence of fast neutrons. At the ﬂuence 1016 cm2 two narrow bands 3296 and 3318 cm1
emerge. Fluence increasing to 1018 cm2 gives rise to the
wide band at 3400 cm1 and the narrow band
3700 cm1. In the infrared absorption spectra the
3400 cm1 band is assigned to the interstitial proton Hþ
i ,
while the 3700 cm1 band is attributed to a microphase
Mg(OH)2 [27,28]. The increase of the neutron ﬂuence leads
to the decay of the VOH centers with the generation of an
interstitial proton H+and a microphase Mg(OH)2. The
obtained results conﬁrm our suggestion about the hole nature of the centers responsible for the observed absorption
bands.
The luminescence spectra of the MgO single crystals
irradiated by a pulse electron beam are shown in the
Fig. 3. The MgO single crystals preliminary irradiated by
the fast neutrons were used in this investigation. Two wide

0.25
1

Optical density

0.20
1

2

0.15
2

0.10

3

0.05

4

0.00
1.5

2.0

2.5

3.0

3.5

4.0

E, eV
Fig. 1. The spectra of the transient optical density induced by electrons in
the MgO single crystals, preliminary irradiated by the fast neutrons: (1)
ﬂuence 1016 cm2, 20 ns delay after start of the excitation pulse; (2) ﬂuence
1016 cm2, 5000 ns delay; (3) ﬂuence 1018 cm2, 20 ns delay after start of
the excitation pulse; (4) ﬂuence 1018 cm2, 5000 ns delay.

Fig. 2. The infrared absorption spectra of the MgO crystal irradiated by
the fast neutrons: (1) ﬂuence U = 1016 cm2 and (2) U = 1018 cm2.
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Fig. 4. The luminescence decay kinetics for diﬀerent emission bands of the
MgO crystal (ﬂuence 1016 cm2).
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Fig. 3. The spectra of luminescence excited by the pulsed electron beam in
the MgO single crystals, preliminary irradiated by the fast neutrons: (1)
ﬂuence 1016 cm2, 20 ns delay after start of the excitation pulse; (2) ﬂuence
1016 cm2, 100 ns delay; (3) ﬂuence 1018 cm2, 20 ns delay after start of the
excitation pulse; (4) ﬂuence 1018 cm2, 100 ns delay.

bands at 3.2 eV and 1.2–2.0 eV were observed. During
the ﬁrst 200 ns only a part of the complex band 1.2–
2.0 eV decays, whereas the 3.2 eV band decays almost
completely. The luminescence band 3.2 eV in the MgO
preliminary irradiated by the fast neutron ﬂuence
1018 cm2 practically was not observed at the 100 ns delay.
The luminescence band at 1.2–2.0 eV belongs to the transition metal ions. The red emission in MgO has been associated with Cr3+ [29,30]. Clement and Hodgson [31] show
that the red emission around 1.75 eV is not entirely due
to Cr3+, and point to Fe2+ as the most likely source. The
Fe2+ arising from reaction Fe3+ + e ? Fe2+ + hm. Moreover an interaction between the Fe and Cr ions can occur,
in which Cr3+ acts as an electron trap: Fe2+ + Cr3+ ? Fe3+ + Cr2+. For neutron irradiated MgO crystals the wide
luminescence band 1.9 eV and zero-phonon lines
1.91 eV correspond to the complex impurity-vacancy centers ‘‘Mn2+–F+ (or F) center” [32]. It is known that the
absorption of 5 eV light by the MgO:Mg crystal produces
two main emission bands at 3.2 eV and 2.3 eV [33]. The
MgO samples excited at 248 nm by the pulsed KBr eximer
laser reveal the same bands, which belong to F+ and F centers [34]. Since the position of the luminescence band at
3.2 eV is practically identical to the luminescence band
described in [33,34] we assume that in our samples this
band belongs to the F+ centers. The F-center contribution
to the wide luminescence band at 3.2 eV is very small. The
luminescence decay kinetics for the diﬀerent emission
bands is given in the Fig. 4 for the MgO crystal preliminary
irradiated by the fast neutron at the ﬂuence 1016 cm2. The
life time of the F+-center is about or smaller than 20 ns and
comparable with the results from [34].

4. Conclusion
The transient and stable color centers were studied in
the MgO single crystals containing the transition metal
ion (Cr, Mn, Fe) impurity, preliminary irradiated by the
fast neutrons. It was found that the behavior of the absorption spectra of the MgO single crystal after the irradiation
with the pulsed electron beam depends on the ﬂuence of the
neutrons used for the preliminary irradiation of the sample.
We believe that increase of the ﬂuence leads to the destruction of the hole centers. As a result, the interstitial protons
and microphase Mg(OH)2 are created. We assume that the
luminescence band at 3.2 eV belongs to the F+ centers.
Acknowledgement
This work was supported by the grant of the Latvian
Government (No. 05.1718).
References
[1]
[2]
[3]
[4]
[5]
[6]
[7]

[8]
[9]
[10]
[11]
[12]
[13]

K.L. Tsang, Y. Chen, H.T. Tohler, Phys. Rev. B 30 (1984) 6093.
A. Mooradian, P.F. Moulton, Laser Focus 15 (1979) 28.
H. Yamazaki, J. Satooka, RIKEN review 38 (2001) 149.
B.M. Lairson, A.P. Paune, S. Brennan, N.B. Rensing, B.J. Daniel, B.
Clement, J. Appl. Phys. 78 (1995) 4449.
S. Dolgov, T. Karner, A. Lushchik, A. Maaros, N. MironovaUlmane, S. Nakonechnyi, Radiat. Prot. Dosim. 100 (2002) 127.
V.H. Ritz, F.H. Attix, Appl. Phys. Lett. 23 (1973) 166.
V. Kvachadze, G. Dekanozishvili, T. Kalabegishvili, V. Vylet, M.
Galustashvili, Z. Akhvlediani, N. Keratishvili, D. Zardiashvili,
Radiat. Eﬀects Defects Solids 162 (2007) 17.
V. Skvortsova, D. Riekstina, Adv. Sci. Technol. 19 (1999) 245.
L. Grigorjeva, V. Pankratov, D. Millers, G. Corradi, K. Polgar,
Integr. Ferroelectr. 35 (2001) 137.
B. Henderson, J.E. Wertz, Defects in Alkaline Earth Oxides with
Application to Radiation Damage and Catalysis, London, 1977.
M.A. Monge, A.I. Popov, C. Ballesteros, R. Gonzalez, Y. Chen, E.A.
Kotomin, Phys. Rev. B 62 (2000) 9299.
Y. Chen, J.L. Kolopus, W.A. Sibley, Phys. Rev. 186 (1969) 865.
L.A. Kappers, R.L. Kroes, H.E. Hansley, Phys. Rev. B 1 (1970) 4151.

2944

V. Skvortsova et al. / Nucl. Instr. and Meth. in Phys. Res. B 266 (2008) 2941–2944

[14] K. Ludlow, W.A. Runciman, Proc. Phys. Soc. London 86 (1965)
1081.
[15] B. Henderson, J.E. Wertz, Adv. Phys. 17 (1968) 749.
[16] Y. Chen, R.T. Williams, W.A. Sibley, Phys. Rev. 182 (1969) 960.
[17] Y. Chen, W.A. Sibley, Philos. Mag. A20 (1969) 217.
[18] R. Gonzalez, Y. Chen, R.M. Sebek, G.P. Williams, W. Gellermann,
Phys. Rev. B 43 (1991) 5228.
[19] N.A. Mironova, S.V. Rychkova, V.N. Skvortsova, D.V. Riekstinya,
Latv. PSR Zinatnu Akad. Vestis, Fiz. tehn. zin. ser. 3 (1987) 36 (in
Russian).
[20] W. Low, Phys. Rev. 105 (1957) 801.
[21] M. Okada, T. Kawakubo, T. Seiyama, M. Nakagava, Phys. Stat. Sol.
(b) 144 (1987) 903.
[22] K.W. Blazey, J. Phys. Chem. Solids 38 (1977) 671.
[23] V.I. Spitsyn, L.I. Barsova, I.I. Ziyzuliy, Izvestiya Akademii Nauk
SSSR, ser. Khimicheskaya 11 (1977) 2422 (in Russian).
[24] Y. Chen, W.A. Sibley, Phys. Rev. 154 (1967) 842.

[25] J.E. Wertz, G. Saville, P. Auzins, J.W. Orton, J. Phys. Soc. Japan 18
(1963) 305.
[26] M.A. Monge, R. Gonzalez, J.E. Munoz Santiuste, R. Pareja, Y.
Chen, E.A. Kotomin, A.I. Popov, Nucl. Instr. and Meth. B 166
(2000) 220.
[27] Y. Chen, M.M. Abraham, J. Phys. Chem. Solids 51 (1990) 747.
[28] T.K. Yurik, Radiation processes in hydrohylated alkaline earth
oxides, Dissertation, Moscow, 1984 (in Russian).
[29] M.B. O‘Neill, P.N. Gibson, B. Henderson, J. Lumin. 41 (1988) 235.
[30] J.P. Larkin, G.F. Imbusch, F. Dravnieks, Phys. Rev. B 7 (1973) 495.
[31] C. Clement, E.R. Hodgson, Phys. Rev. B 30 (1984) 4684.
[32] N. Mironova, U. Ulmanis, Radiation Defects and Iron Group Metal
Ions in Oxides, Zinatne, Riga, 1988 (in Russian).
[33] G.P. Summers, T.M. Wilson, B.T. Jeﬀries, H.T. Tohver, Y. Chen,
M.M. Abraham, Phys. Rev. B 27 (1983) 1283.
[34] G.H. Rosenblatt, M.W. Rowe, G.P. Williams Jr., R.T. Williams,
Phys. Rev. B 39 (1989) 10309.

